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‘Groundbreaking’ conversation 


First time. Police brass 
gets presentation from 
group dedicated to 
legalizing, regulating, 
taxing drugs 



RUTH 

DAVENPORT 

ruth.davenport@metronews.ca 


The new chief of Halifax 
Regional Police is getting 


praise for the “groundbreak¬ 
ing” decision to hear a pres¬ 
entation from a group dedi¬ 
cated to reforming current 
drug laws. 

The president of Law En¬ 
forcement Against Prohibi¬ 
tion (LEAP) Canada made an 
hour-long presentation to 
Chief Jean-Michel Blais and 
senior police management 
Tuesday on drug prohibi¬ 
tion. 

LEAP is made up of cur¬ 
rent and former law-en¬ 


forcement officers devoted 
to ending the failed war on 
drugs by legalizing, regulat¬ 
ing and taxing illegal sub¬ 
stances. 

Canadian president 
David Bratzer said it’s the 
first time a Canadian police 
chief has asked a LEAP rep¬ 
resentative to address serv¬ 
ing officers. 

“It shows a police chief 
who’s open-minded and 
willing to engage in dialogue 
about complex issues,” said 


Bratzer. “It is groundbreak¬ 
ing. In my view, what he 
did is national police leader¬ 
ship. I can’t say enough 
about it, I’m so impressed.” 

Blais said he invited 
Bratzer to speak in the inter¬ 
ests of being open to a range 
of new ideas on policing. 

“As we continue look¬ 
ing at the sustainability of 
policing practices here in 
HRM ... overall, what are 
we doing? Does this make 
sense?” he asked. “We may 


not agree with his points ... 
but it doesn’t mean we can’t 
listen and learn from there.” 

Bratzer, a police officer 
in British Columbia, said the 
presentation seemed well- 
received. 

“These senior officers 
are very experienced and 
they asked some good ques¬ 
tions,” said Bratzer, adding 
that his views do not repre¬ 
sent those of his employer. 
“It’s exactly what we need, 
to be having a national dis¬ 



cussion about this issue.” 

Blais said Bratzer made 
some compelling points, 
and said he’d recommend a 
LEAP presentation to other 
police chiefs in Nova Scotia. 

“I’d be willing to do (that) 
in an effort to allow them 
to understand some of the 
challenges that are there, 
and some of the intellectual 
opportunities for a rational 
discussion,” he said. 


MORE COVERAGE, PAGE 4 


Quoted 



“These are societal 
choices that have to be 
made.... If by having 
(Bratzer) out here we’ve 
done nothing but start 
that conversation to look 
at questioning some of 
our assumptions, I’ll be 
very happy.’’ 

Halifax Regional Police Chief 
Jean-Michel Blais 



Believe In Your Future 


Become an office administrator in 10 months 
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Who should pay for HRIVTs sidewalks? Council debated that point for three hours on Tuesday before coming up with a new tax formula, jeff harper/metro 


Council simplifies 
sidewalk taxes 


Old rules a ‘mishmash’ 
New tax formula 
ratified by council 12-3 



ALY 

THOMSON 

halifax@metronews.ca 


An urban-suburban divide 
was the source of some fric¬ 
tion at Halifax regional 
council’s weekly meeting, 
as politicians debated how 
the municipality’s sidewalks 
should be taxed. 

After a three-hour debate 
on Tuesday, council decided 
residents in urban areas 
would all pay a sidewalk tax, 
as well as suburban residents 


within one kilometre of a 
sidewalk, as part of the 2013- 
14 budget, which will land 
before council this spring. 

People living in rural areas 
would not pay for sidewalks 
unless there is a sidewalk in 
the area. If a sidewalk were 
to be added, it would be paid 
for through a local improve¬ 
ment charge or an area rate, 
said Bruce Fisher, manager of 
financial policy and planning. 

“The difference is that 
they brought in a lot of 
simplicity within the urban 
area. In the urban area, you 
had a whole mishmash of 
various local improvement 
charges and frontage rates,” 
Fisher said outside of coun¬ 
cil chambers. “Those have 
disappeared and it’s become 


Suburban density 


2,000 

The number of homes within one kilo¬ 
metre of a sidewalk in a suburban area. 


much more simplistic.” 

Fisher said people living 
in a suburban area within 
one kilometre of a sidewalk 
can expect to pay between 
$16 and $30. That’s based on 
a $210,000 property assess¬ 
ment, he said. 

He said people in the 
urban area won’t see much of 
a change on their tax bills. 

Council also had two other 
options: Increase the general 
tax rate — which all residents 


in urban, suburban and rural 
areas would pay into — or 
combine a smaller general 
tax-rate increase with an area 
rate for those living within 
one kilometre of a sidewalk, 
Coun. Waye Mason said after 
the meeting. 

The at-times-heated de¬ 
bate was largely split along 
urban and suburban lines. 
Some councillors, includ¬ 
ing Barry Dalrymple, were 
against residents having to 
pay for sidewalks that are of 
no benefit to them. 

“We’re going to impose 
another tax on people ... who 
have no hope, no chance of 
ever seeing a sidewalk,” said 
Dalrymple, who represents 
Waverley-Fall River-Mus- 
quodoboit Valley. 



Amber Kirwan case. 

Pre-trial underway in 
murder case 


The preliminary inquiry for a 
Pictou County man charged 
with abducting and murdering 
Amber Kirwan is underway. 

Christopher Falconer is 
charged with kidnapping and 
first-degree murder in the 
death of 19-year-old Kirwan, 
who went missing in October 
2011. Her body was found in 
Heathbell about a month later. 

Proceedings began on Mon¬ 
day and are expected to last up 
to 15 days. 


Judge Del Atwood has 
banned any information or 
evidence being released from 
the inquiiy, including on so¬ 
cial media sites such as Face- 
book and Twitter. 

Falconer, who is already 
in Dorchester Penitentiaiy 
for a parole violation on an 
unrelated conviction, will be 
remanded to the Central Nova 
Scotia Correctional Facility in 
Burnside for the duration of 
the inquiiy. new Glasgow news 


Investigation called off 


Police rule death 
as accidental 

The death of a young man 
found in a mobile home 
on Chebogue Lane on 
Monday evening has been 
ruled accidental, police 
say. 

Police were called to 
the home at 52 Cheb¬ 
ogue Lane at 4:13 p.m. to 
investigate the death of a 
21-year-old man. 

The death was deemed 
suspicious and police 
held the Dartmouth scene 
while waiting for the med¬ 
ical examiner to release an 
autopsy report. 

“They ruled that foul 
play was not involved in 
his death,” Halifax Region¬ 
al Police spokesman Const. 
Pierre Bourdages said on 
Tuesday. “His death was 
accidental.” 

Bourdages said an ac¬ 
cidental death means it is 
“not a homicide and it’s 
no longer suspicious.” 

The victim’s name 
won’t be released. 

“There will be no need 
for further police investi¬ 
gation,” he said. 

Residents of the trailer 
park said the 21-year-old 
was a “good, quiet kid” 
who lived with his mother. 

Police must treat any 
death as suspicious if the 
cause is not immediately 
evident, until a determina¬ 
tion is made by the med¬ 
ical examiner. 

HALEY RYAN/METRO 


Metro Transit incident 


Third teen 
arrested in 
bus shooting 

A 17-year-old girl has 
turned herself in and is 
facing charges in a shoot¬ 
ing on a Metro Transit bus 
last week, police say. 

Three teens got into an 
argument on the No. 72 
Portland Hills bus in the 
Pinecrest area at about 
1 p.m. last Thursday. The 
driver pulled the bus 
over and one of the teens 
started shooting. 

No one was hurt. 

Halifax Regional Police 
Const. Pierre Bourdages 
said the teenage girl 
turned herself in to police 
on Tuesday morning and 
is in custody. 

She is scheduled to 
appear in youth court to 
face charges of assault 
and causing a disturbance. 

A 16-year-old boy was 
arrested hours after the 
shooting and has been 
charged with firearm 
offences as well as at¬ 
tempted murder. 

An 18-year-old was 
arrested early on Friday 
and charged with assault, 
causing a disturbance and 
breaching court orders. 

METRO 
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Texting to break a record 
— and break down barriers 


Jump for joy. 

City takes on Guinness 
record in support of 
mental-health issues 


MARIKA 

MCKENZIE 

halifax@metronews.ca 

A crowd of more than 1,000 
people jumped to their feet, 
letting their Metro Centre seats 
snap back to meet the falling 
blue and white streamers as the 
announcement was made. 

A Guinness World Record 
had just been broken. 

The record for the most 
people to send a text message 
simultaneously happened 
during lunch hour on Tues¬ 
day in support of Canadian 
mental health. 

Among the crowd at the 
Halifax Metro Centre were 
Sarah Thomas and her two- 
month-old daughter, Anna. 
Thomas, who is from Hali¬ 
fax, is no stranger to mental 
illness. She says she knows 
many struggling with depres¬ 
sion and anxiety, and was 
glad to be a part of the event. 

“To have any chance that 
we can to help out is really 
important because you never 
know when it could affect 
your child or your parent. 
It’s been really close to our 


Quoted 


"Mental health affects 
so many people and I 
really wanted to take 
part in this event to do 
what I could to help us 
beat that record." 

Participant Sarah Thomas 

hearts,” said Thomas, looking 
down at her daughter. 

The previous record of 
677 texts sent was set by Pine 
View High School in Utah in 
May 2011. 

The new record set Tues¬ 
day came to 1,072 texts sent 
and was rung in by cheers 
and clapping from the crowd 
of about 1,200 people. 

The event was part of 
Bell Aliant’s Let’s Talk Day, a 
campaign to raise funds and 
awareness for mental health. 

According to the Canadian 
Mental Health Association, 
one in five Canadians will de¬ 
velop a form of mental illness 
at some point in their lives. 
But only one in three people 
who experience mental ill¬ 
ness report they have sought 
help and treatment. 

Bell also promised to do¬ 
nate five cents for eveiy text 
and long-distance call made 
by Bell customers. 



Ferry needed, not handouts: Tories 



A $350,000 forgivable loan 
for a struggling Yarmouth ho¬ 
tel is another example of how 
the NDP cherry-picks recipi¬ 
ents of government handouts 
when it should be supporting 
entire industries, the oppos¬ 
ition said Tuesday. 

Tory Leader Jamie Baillie 
said the loan for the Rodd 
Grand Hotel and Convention 
Centre wouldn’t be necessary 
if the government had a bet¬ 
ter tourism strategy in place 
for southwestern Nova Scotia. 

He said more than 2,000 
jobs have been lost in the 
region since the government 
stopped subsidizing a ferry 


service between Yarmouth 
and Maine three years ago. 

“It shows what is so wrong 
about the way the NDP go 
about job creation,” Baillie said 
in an interview. “Support for 
the Yarmouth ferry was really 
support for the entire tourism 
and hotel industry. But by can¬ 
celling the feriy, now the NDP 
are picking winners and losers. 
And that’s wrong.” 

The government said the 
loan will protect about 75 
jobs and ensure the hotel is 
ready to host visitors for the 
World Junior A Hockey Chal¬ 
lenge in November. 

The 138-room hotel also 


received $1 million in govern¬ 
ment funding in December 
2011 to upgrade the facility 
and protect 50 jobs. It is one 
of two Rodd used to operate. 

The Rodd Colony Inn shut 
its doors in 2011 — one of 
a number of businesses to 
close shop in Yarmouth after 
the high-speed ferry service 
stopped running. 

Tourism Minister Percy 
Paris dismissed the oppos¬ 
ition’s criticism, arguing the 
hotel loan is exactly the type 
of boost the region needs. 
“I make no apologies for in¬ 
vesting in Nova Scotians,” he 

said. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Faculty strike. StFX 
president agrees to 
meet with union reps 


The two sides in the faculty 
strike at St. Francis Xavier Uni¬ 
versity have agreed to meet. 

The university issued a 
statement saying president 
Sean Riley has agreed to meet 
with union representatives on 
Wednesday. Officials say it’s in 
response to a request to resolve 
the current impasse between 
the university and its associa¬ 
tion of university teachers. 

Union president Peter 
Mclnnis submitted a letter to 
Riley asking him to call his 


Students speak up 


The move follows a call by 
the students union that the 
sides submit to open arbitra¬ 
tion to help end the strike, 
which is into its third week. 


negotiating team together. 

The letter states the issues 
that divide the two sides 
could be resolved quickly at 
the table, the Canadian press 


Apartment blaze 


2 people treated 
for burns in fire 

Two people required treat¬ 
ment for minor bums and 
smoke inhalation in a fire 
reported early today in 
Cape Breton. The Red Cross 
says the blaze in an apart¬ 
ment building in Sydney 
temporarily forced out nine 
tenants, the Canadian press 


Consultations 


Public invited to 
consult on Oval 

The Halifax Regional Mu¬ 
nicipality and DSRA Archi¬ 
tecture are hosting a public 
consultation on Wednesday 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Atlantica Hotel to gener¬ 
ate ideas for the use of a 
permanent building at the 
Emera Oval, metro 


Warning 


Public warned 
of falling ice 

Police in Cape Breton were 
cautioning citizens against 
the risk of falling ice from 
a CTV transmission tower 
in Sydney on Tuesday. A 
police spokesperson said 
one large piece of ice fell 
on a nearby apartment 
building, the Canadian press 



Environment 


Bill to protect 
Sable Island 

Legislation to formally 
protect Sable Island as a 
national park has been 
tabled in the Senate. The 
bill is the final step in the 
designation of the island 
for protection under the 
Canada National Parks 

Act. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Apology 


Notice of 
correction 

The stoiy “Suspicious 
death probed” in Metro 
Halifax on Feb. 12 con¬ 
tained incorrect informa¬ 
tion. Tina Thompson’s son 
was not hanging out with 
the victim on the day of 
his death. Metro Halifax 
apologizes for the error. 
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Changing drug laws is up to 
you guys, police chief says 


Drug debate. Marijuana 
decriminalization has 
to come from public 
demand: Chief Blais 



RUTH 

DAVENPORT 

ruth.davenport@metronews.ca 


Halifax’s police chief says he’s 
exploring some new approach¬ 
es to old problems, though 
he said changes to drug laws 
— and by extension, enforce¬ 
ment — will have to come 
from the public. 

Following a presenta¬ 
tion from Law Enforcement 
Against Prohibition (LEAP) 
Canada on Tuesday, Jean- 
Michel Blais said the regional 
force is developing diversion¬ 
ary processes to avoid charges 
and jail time for some drug- 
related offences. 

He said he’s concerned 
about avoiding “overkill” 
while upholding existing laws. 

“I just wonder, in the (U.S.), 


how many young men who 
are caught with a small quan¬ 
tity of cannabis, are put into 
prison? What happens to them 
afterwards?” he said. “You put 
them among hardened crim¬ 
inals ... they learn how to be¬ 
come a hardened criminal.” 

Blais said he saw the reason 
in finding what LEAP Canada 
president David Bratzer called 
a “sweet spot” of regulation 
between absolute prohibition 
and an open market for pot. 

However, the chief noted 
that there’s rarely a straight¬ 
forward solution to any prob¬ 
lem involving crime. 

“It’s not by making one 
tweak in legislation, it’s not by 
changing the hours of a bar, 
it’s not by forcing people to 
pay for their gas ahead of time 
that’s going to stop crime,” 
he said. “It’s all of these little 
effects together, which hope¬ 
fully will have a larger effect.” 

Blais said that although 
prohibition has never suc¬ 
ceeded in eradicating a banned 
substance, legalizing those 


substances hasn’t worked out 
so well either. 

“Of the drugs that kill the 
most people in Canada, I think 
probably alcohol may be the 
first one, if not tobacco, and 
the third one being medicinal 
drugs,” he said. 

The chief said drug laws 
will change when the public 
demands it, and suggested the 
time is coming. 

“If you’ve been following 
the debates for the federal 
Liberal leadership party, there 
are several candidates ... who 
have openly talked about de¬ 
criminalization and taxation,” 
he said. “Can you imagine that 
even 10 years ago? That would 
have been a form of heresy.” 


More online 


To read complete inter¬ 
views with Chief Blais 
and LEAP Canada 
president David Bratz¬ 
er, visit metronews.ca 
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Patrick Brazeau. Senator 
shows up for work in time 
to be put on forced leave 


Wanted ex-cop believed to 
have died in burning cabin 



Senators have voted to force 
Sen. Patrick Brazeau, who is fa¬ 
cing criminal charges, to take a 
leave of absence. 

The Conservative motion 
passed Tuesday “to protect the 
dignity and reputation of the 
Senate and the public trust and 
confidence in Parliament.” 

Brazeau, 38, made a surprise 
appearance just prior to the 
vote, which also gave a Senate 
committee the power to cut off 
access to his expense account. 

Brazeau, who is currently 
free on bail, has been charged 
with assault and sexual assault. 

If convicted, he could either 


Anti-Senate 


32% 

A Canadian Press/Harris Decima poll says 
32 per cent of respondents feel the Senate 
should be abolished. 


be suspended or expelled by 
the Senate or he could choose 
to resign. 

Brazeau was charged on the 
very day a Senate committee 
declared it would call in aud¬ 
itors to review his housing ex¬ 
penses. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


California. Deputy 
killed in latest shootout 
with man thought to 
be Christopher Dorner 


The extraordinaiy manhunt 
for the former Los Angeles po¬ 
lice officer suspected of three 
murders converged Tuesday 
on a mountain cabin where au¬ 
thorities believe he barricaded 
himself inside, engaged in a 
shootout that killed a deputy 
and then never emerged as the 
home went up in flames. 

A single gunshot was heard 
from within, and a charred 
body was found inside. 

TV helicopters showed the 
fire burning freely with no ap¬ 
parent effort to extinguish it. 
Smoke rose into the sky above 
the snow-covered woods near 


Wasn't yet identified 


"We have reason to 
believe that it is him.” 

Bernardino County sheriff’s spokeswoman 
Cynthia Bachman on the man inside the 
blazing cabin. 


Big Bear Lake, a resort town 
about 128 kilometres east of 
Los Angeles. 

If the man inside proves 
to be Christopher Dorner, the 
search for the most wanted 
man in America will have 
ended the way he expected — 
death, with police in pursuit. 


Thousands of officers had 
been on the hunt for the for¬ 
mer Navy reservist since police 
said he launched a campaign to 
exact revenge against the Los 
Angeles Police Department for 
his firing. They say he threat¬ 
ened to bring “warfare” to offi¬ 
cers and their families, setting 


off a search for him across the 
Southwest and Mexico. 

After the man holed up in 
the cabin, there was a second 
gun battle with San Bernardino 
County deputies, two of whom 
were shot. One died, and the 
other was expected to live after 
surgeiy. the associated press 
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KEYS TO E-DATING SUCCESS: 
HOW TO SHINE ONLINE 


If you do decide to find romance 
on the net, keep these tips in mind 
to create a winning dating-site profile 





ALBERTA TARSAND Online now! New 1 cJay(s) 


A young reporter on the verge of greatness! 
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»> REQUEST A PICTURE 


| PROFILE PICTURE | 

Fast Facts In My Own Words 

Age: 27 

Location: Toronto. Ontario 
Height 5'5* 

Body Type: prefer not to say 
Gender: Female 

Ethnic Background: prefer not to say 
Smoking Habits: prefer not to say 
Drinking Habits: prefer not to say 
Religion: prefer not to say 
Language(s) spoken: English 
Last changed: 1 f Feb 2013 
Last online: 11 Feb 2013 

Since You Asked 

My Idea of a fun date: none selected 

I like to talk about: none selected 

My friends would describe me as: none selected 


LAURIE CALLSEN/METRO IN EDMONTON 


SCREEN GRAB/LAVALIFE.COM 
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Both paid and free dating websites have their positives and negatives, experts say. okcupid.com, lavalife.com, plentyoffish.com, eharmony.ca 


Should you pay to play the dating game? 



"(Paying for a site) just distinguishes the people 
who are willing to put the investment in and those 

who aren’t." Kimberly Moffit, Match.com’s relationship insider 


Where to go. Paid and 
free sites tend to attract 
different types of clients 
with different sets of 
priorities, experts say 


RYAN 

TUMILTY 

Metro in Edmonton 

When preparing to jump into 
the online-dating universe, is 
it better to jump in with just 
your heart or with your wal¬ 
let as well? 

As dating sites have 
cropped up, some have 
opened their doors to mem¬ 
bers free of charge, while 
others have monthly sub¬ 
scriptions for those looking 
for love. 

Kimberly Moffit, Match, 
corn’s relationship insider, 
argues that paid sites are 
there for more committed in¬ 
dividuals who are interested 



in serious relationships. 

“It just distinguishes the 
people who are willing to put 
the investment in and those 
who aren’t,” said Moffit. 
“They are ready to make an 
investment in their love life.” 

Moffit argues that any on¬ 
line dating is a good thing, 
but people on paid sites are 
more likely to be taking their 
search seriously. 

“They are more likely 
looking for some of the same 
things you are,” she said. 


Christine Hart, a Toronto- 
based dating coach, said both 
types of sites have advan¬ 
tages, but free sites tend to 
attract a different type of pro¬ 
spective dater. 

“If they are going to go on 
the free sites, then they need 
to be prepared to put in a lot 
more time sifting through, 
because the free sites at¬ 
tract people with all levels of 
goals,” she said. 

Part of the benefit of paid 
dating sites is that they at¬ 
tract fewer people, she added. 

“You can spend twice as 
much time sifting through 
profiles on the free dating 
sites,” she said. 

Julie Spira, author of the 
book The Perils of Cyber-Dat¬ 


ing, said she and her clients 
see benefits to both types of 
sites. 

“It is very common for 
someone to pick a paid site, 
and then they will also pick a 
free site.” 

She said free sites attract 
huge numbers of people, 
which can be appealing sim¬ 
ply for the sheer quantity of 
prospective partners. 

“Because they are free ... 
they have huge critical mass,” 
she said. 

Spira said clients who pay 
for a dating site tend to pay 
more attention to the service. 

“I find that a lot of them 
log into their paid sites more 
often because they are in¬ 
vested,” she said. 




Stay safe. 
Don’t let 
your heart 
pet you 
in trouble 
online: Cops 

While the online-dating 
world is full of opportun¬ 
ities, it can also be full of 
perils. 

Police have noticed that 
the excitement that comes 
with online romance can 
attract the wrong type of 
people — those who may 
cause physical or financial 
harm. 

Acting Sgt. Kathy Mac¬ 
donald with the Calgary 
Police Service said new 
relationships sometimes 
prevent people from seeing 
the bigger picture. 

“When people get 
wrapped up in a relation¬ 
ship, they can’t see what’s 
going on,” she said. 

Macdonald said fraud art¬ 
ists using dating sites can go 
after many potential victims 
in just one day. 

“They will often get a 
hold of a lot of people at the 
same time,” she said. 

According to Macdonald, 
scam artists often approach 
someone and strike up a 
conversation before claim¬ 
ing to have run into sudden 
and unexplained financial 
difficulties. 

She said if they receive 
money from their victims, 
new problems will emerge, 
and there will be more 
requests for help. 

Macdonald said there 
could also be physical 
dangers and she cautions 
people to take things slowly 
in the early days of a new 
relationship. 

“Listen to your intuition 
and be aware of your sur¬ 
roundings,” she advised. 

Macdonald said mak¬ 
ing the first date a group 
meeting is a good idea, but 
it’s essential that it be in a 
public place and that you 
tell people where you’re 
going. 

“Really, you don’t know 
that person; you don’t know 
who is going to show up.” 

RYAN TUMILTY/METRO IN EDMONTON 


Couple App. Couple is 
like Facebook, but it can 
only be 
shared 
by two 
people. 

You can 
send 
mes¬ 
sages, 
chat via 

Facetime, share photos 
and video, create mo¬ 
ments via doodles and 
track important dates 
and tasks. There's also a 


* 


"Thinking of you" button 
when that's all you want 
to say. 

Avocado App. Like 
Couple, Avocado is shared 
with only one special 
person. You can send 
private messa¬ 
ges, track 
milestones 
together and 
share them 
on Twitter 
as a pair and 
even send 


virtual hugs and kisses so 
you're never too far away 
from your sweetheart. 

Tokii App. Tokii helps you 
get in touch with your 
partner's feelings. You 
can send each other notes 
starting 



keep couples engaged and 
aware of one another's 
moods by providing 
interactive games and 
relationship advice, which 
can take your relationship 
to the next level. 

Wunderlist 2. Although 
not exclusively for couples, 
nothing is more annoy¬ 
ing than your partner 
forgetting to pick up the 
dry-cleaning or some¬ 
thing at the grocery store. 
Wunderlist 2 helps couples 



plan, 
share 
and keep 
track of 
tasks and I 
even plan | 
vacations f 
together. 

It's able to 

sync the lists across all the 
devices you are using. 

Between App. Between is 
a private-messaging space 
that lets you and your 
partner create a chrono¬ 


logical timeline tracking 
the special moments in 
your relationship. You can 
bookmark your favourite 
memories, such as photos 
and messages, and store 
them in 
a Mem¬ 
ory 
Box, 
as well 
as find 
date- 
night 
deals via 
the Event Box. 
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Slate of the Union. 

U.S. economy at the 
top of Obama’s agenda 


Obama: ‘Nuclear tests do not 
make North Korea more secure’ 


U.S. President Barack Obama 
implored lawmakers and the 
American public alike to get 
behind his vision for the na¬ 
tion’s future on Tuesday in 
his fourth State of the Union 
address, emphasizing the 
progress his administration 
has made on the economy 
but urging the country to stay 
the course. 

“Together, we have cleared 
away the rubble of crisis, and 
can say with renewed con¬ 
fidence that the state of our 
union is stronger,” he told a 
joint session of Congress re¬ 
plete with the pomp and cir¬ 
cumstance that is characteris¬ 
tic of the annual State of the 


Union. But he acknowledged 
that millions of Americans still 
cannot find work, adding that 
wages and incomes have “bare¬ 
ly budged” despite soaring cor¬ 
porate profits. 

“It is our generation’s task, 
then, to reignite the true engine 
of America’s economic growth - 
a rising, thriving middle class.” 

Obama’s speech focused 
primarily on the economy and 
his ongoing efforts to ensure 
the countiy’s economic recov¬ 
ery isn’t a fleeting one. But 
he also announced he’s with¬ 
drawing more than half of the 
remaining American troops in 
Afghanistan over the next year. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 




Unbridled threat. 

International community 
decries atomic testing 
that could lead to the 
development of a 
missile-bomb powerful 
enough to hit the U.S. 


Defying UN warnings, North 
Korea conducted its third nu¬ 
clear test in the remote, snowy 
northeast on Tuesday, taking a 
crucial step toward its goal of 
building a bomb small enough 
to be fitted on a missile capable 
of striking the United States. 

North Korea said the atom¬ 
ic test was merely its “first re¬ 
sponse” to what it called U.S. 


Quoted 


“(North Korea has) 
increasingly isolated and 
impoverished its people 
through its ill-advised pur¬ 
suit of weapons of mass 
destruction.” 

Barack Obama 


threats, and said it will con¬ 
tinue with unspecified “second 
and third measures of greater 
intensity” if Washington main¬ 
tains its hostility. 

The underground test, 
which set off powerful seismic 
waves, drew immediate con¬ 
demnation from Washington, 
the UN and others. Even its 
only major ally, China, sum¬ 
moned the North’s ambassa¬ 
dor for a dressing-down. 

President Barack 

Obama, who gave a State 
of the Union address 
later Tuesday, said nuclear 
tests “do not make North 
Korea more secure.” Instead, 
North Korea has “increasingly 
isolated and impoverished its 
people through its ill-advised 
pursuit of weapons of mass 
destruction,” he said in a state¬ 
ment. 

But the Obama administra¬ 
tion’s options for a response 
are limited, and a U.S. militaiy 
strike is highly unlikely. 

In an emergency session, 
the UN Security Council unani¬ 
mously said the test poses “a 
clear threat to international 
peace and security” and 
pledged further action. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



RBC Direct Investing 


Q 

You booked your last 
5 vacations online. 

Online investing could be 
your next destination. 



RBC Direct Investing" 

It’s like online shopping for investments. 


rbc.com/investor 


#1 in client service five years in a row. 



RBC Direct Investing Inc* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. RBC Direct Investing Inc. does not 
provide investment advice or recommendations regarding the purchase or sale of any securities. Investors are responsible for their own 
investment decisions. RBC Direct Investing is a business name used by RBC Direct Investing Inc.* Member-Canadian Investor Protection 
Fund. ®/™ Trademark^) of Royal Bank of Canada. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under 
licence. © Royal Bank of Canada 2013. All rights reserved. 1 RBC Direct Investing was ranked number one by Dalbar Inc. in 2007, 2008, 
2009,2010 and 2011. The annual Dalbar Direct Brokerage Service Award rankings are based on evaluations made over the calendar year, 
measuring a comoanv’s aualitv of Derformance in Droduct knowledge. Drofessionalism and their abilitv to Drovide value-added service. 


How can the hospital of the future meet my 
needs? I don’t have the answers but I want 
to be part of the conversation.” 

Laura Nearing, project team volunteer 



How do you imagine 
hospital care in the future? 

We mvile you to store yuur thoughts as we explore Innovative 
approaches to care and plan flexible facilities to meet those future 
needs. It s about being better, not bigger, it's about innovative Care. 
rtexibJe racitities. 


When: Monday. February 18 

Where: Ballroom, Bethune Bkig., VG Site. QCll Health Sciences Centre 
Time.- 6 -7 p.m. - Open House 

7* 9 p.m. - Presentations and Discussion 

When: Wednesday, February 20 
Where; Cafeteria, NSCC Waterfront Campus 
Time: 6 7 p.m. Open House 

/- 9 p.m. Presentations and Discussion 

RSVP to ICFF^cdto.nshealth.ca 

Capital Health The future is ours to shape. 
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Can’t go to the show? Pass it on 

Ticketmaster will now allow fans to transfer tickets to friends or family digitally at no extra charge. Ticket buyers must sign 
into their accounts at Ticketmaster.com and email the tickets to recipients, the company said Tuesday. The technology will 
be incorporated into its mobile app this spring ahead of the summer concert season, paul sakuma/the associated press file 


Economic forecast 


Regional salary 
divide deepening 

A new economic forecast says 
salaries in Saskatchewan and 
Alberta are going up faster 
than expected while Quebec, 
Ontario and British Columbia 
are lagging. 

The Conference Board of 
Canada’s latest forecast says 
Canadian non-union salaries 


are projected to rise three 
per cent nationally — in line 
with its summer estimates 

— but notes regional differ¬ 
ences have become more 
pronounced. 

Salary growth in Ontario 
and British Columbia is 
projected to be 2.5 per cent 
and Quebec’s growth is only 
slightly higher at 2.7 per cent 

— all lower than forecast in 
the summer. 

By contrast, Alberta’s 


increases are now expected to 
come in at 3.9 per cent, which 
is one-tenth of a point better 
than expected, while the es¬ 
timate for Saskatchewan has 
been raised by three-tenths of 
a point to four per cent. 

The Atlantic provinces are 
expected to see a three per 
cent increase in non-union 
salaries this year, and Mani¬ 
toba salaries are still expected 
to rise 3.3 per cent over the 
coming year, the Canadian press 



Multinationals 
not paying their 
fair share: OECD 


Fat cat tax. Global forum 
report claims lenient 
taxes create competitive 
disadvantage 


The Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
says large multinationals are 
using legal loopholes to avoid 
paying their fair share of taxes 
and that global solutions are 
needed to combat the problem. 

The OECD report says many 
rules designed to protect multi¬ 
national corporations from be¬ 
ing double-taxed go too far and 
sometimes allow them to pay 
no taxes at all. 

It says such rules do not 
properly reflect today’s eco¬ 
nomic integration across bor¬ 
ders, the value of intellectual 
property or new communica¬ 
tions technologies. 

The G20 countries commis¬ 


sioned the OECD study, which 
was released Tuesday ahead of 
a weekend meeting of finance 
ministers and central bankers 
from 20 of the world’s leading 
economies. 

The OECD says the gaps 
that enable multinationals to 
eliminate or reduce their taxa¬ 
tion give them an unfair com¬ 
petitive advantage over smaller 
businesses. 

That hurts investment, 
growth and employment and 
can leave average citizens foot¬ 
ing a larger chunk of the tax 
bill, the OECD says. 

“These strategies, though 
technically legal, erode the 
tax base of many countries 
and threaten the stability of 
the international tax system,” 
OECD Secretaiy General Angel 
Gurria said Tuesday in releas¬ 
ing the study. 

“As governments and their 
citizens are struggling to make 
ends meet, it is critical that all 


taxpayers — private and cor¬ 
porate — pay their fair amount 
of taxes and trust the inter¬ 
national tax system is transpar¬ 
ent.” THE CANADIAN PRESS 




Community Action 
Plan on Homelessness 


A Program of the Mi'kmao Native Friendship Centre 

The Mikmaq Native Friendship Centre will be busting 
a community gathering to share the findings of the Needs 
Assessment completed on Aboriginal Homelessness in the HRM 

Saturday, February 16, 2013 9:00am - 3:00pm 
Mi’kmaq Child Development Centre 
Gathering Room - Downstairs 
2161 Gottingen Street, Halifax 


A LIGHT LUNCH WILL BE SERVED. 

DOOR PRIZE - $100 GIFT CERTIFICATE FROM WALMART 
YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN 


the Mikmaq Native Friendship Centre provides structured, 
social-based programs for Urban Aboriginal People 

21S8 Gottingen Street | Phone: 902-420-1576 

Mi’kmaq Native Friendship Centre 
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WILL BENEDICT 
GET TO KEEP HIS 
POPEMOBILE? 



The Pope can’t retire, can he? 

I was under the impression 
that he had to stick it out to 
the bitter end, like poor old 
John Paul II, who endured two 
assassination attempts, Parkin¬ 
son’s, a number of cancer scares and a tracheotomy, finally 
expiring close to his 85th birthday after 25 years on the Papal 
Throne. 

But Benedict the XVI isn’t waiting for heaven to call, an¬ 
nouncing — in Latin, no less (which adds the kind of gravity 
only a dead language can deliver) — that he’s gone at the end 
of the month. 

Seeing as a pope hasn’t resigned since 1415, no one is 
quite sure what to think or do. I mean, who wants to be the 
pope when there already is 


Big shoes to fill 


Seeing as a pope hasn’t 
resigned since 1415, 
no one is quite sure 
what to think or do. I 
mean, who wants to be 
the pope when there 
already is one, albeit 
retired, looking over 
your shoulder? 


one, albeit retired, looking 
over your shoulder? It’s hard 
enough being infallible; try it 
when there’s a former incum¬ 
bent with 20-20 hindsight 
(even more infallible) kicking 
around. 

Along with how can you 
go from being infallible to in¬ 
active, Benedict’s announce¬ 
ment prompts numerous 
questions. 

For instance, will they 
set up a retirement wing at 
Castel Gandolfo, the Pope’s 
summer retreat, complete 
with a putting green where the retired pontiff can play a 
little golfo? 

Does he have to give back the Shoes of the Fisherman? Or 
does the new pope get to shop for new shoes? 

How about the Keys to the Kingdom? Does he have to 
hand them in to the Swiss Guards at the end of his shift on 
Feb. 28? 

Ex-presidents get to keep their secret security details; does 
a retired prelate get to keep the Popemobile so he can tool 
around Rome in relative comfort and security? 

What do we call a former pope? Your Former Holiness? Is 
he still holy, or is there only enough holiness for one pope at 
a time? 

Benedict is more than a little conservative — and more 
than a little cranky. So the College of Cardinals is going to 
have to take that into account when anointing the next pope. 
How can they pick a big (literally) liberal like John XXIII 
when Benedict is still around, quick to observe that they’d 
never get away with that when HE was II Papa? 

Still, Benedict’s timing is almost infallible. The papacy is 
in real need of a refresh. Along with the usual threats from 
sex, drugs and rock ’n’ roll, Roman Catholicism has been 
rocked by a series of unholy scandals, some of them involv¬ 
ing the Vatican (the, er, butler did it). A new, progressive pope 
could go a long way in recapturing the spiritual high ground. 

Let’s hope that, whoever he is, he’s ready to shop for a 
new pair of shoes. 



The Vatican said Tuesday the papal ring will be destroyed, along with other 
powerful emblems of authority, just as they are after a pope’s death. A 
spokesman said that Benedict will not influence the election of his 
successor, franco origlia/getty images 


Unlikely bedfellows bunk up 



Dogs and cats! 
Living together! 

It may sound like a doomed 
love story, but some dogs 
love big cats. 

Cheetahs are the fastest 
mammals in the world, but 
they also are the world’s 
biggest scaredy-cats — so 
much so that they don’t 
breed easily and are in 
danger of extinction. 

Some zoos are introdu¬ 
cing “companion dogs” to 
serve as playmates and to 
provide the cats with an 
example. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


‘‘In this relationship, 
the dog is dominant, 
but we look for dogs 
that want to be a 
buddy.... Dogs worry 
about their cats. They 
protect their cats.” 

Janet Rose-Hinostroza, animal training 
supervisor at the San Diego Zoo Safari 
Park 

Rose-Hinostroza said that because the dogs 
are the dominant animal in the relation¬ 
ship, mealtimes are always spent apart. The 
dogs eat kibble, and the cheetahs eat steak. 
"If they ate together there would be one 
really fat dog and a really skinny cheetah," 
she said. 



Population drops 
over 100 years 

A centuiy ago there were 
100,000 cheetahs in the wild, 
said Jack Grisham, vice- 
president of animal collections 
at the St. Louis Zoo. Today 
there are fewer than 12,000. 
The species has become extinct 
in at least 13 countries. There 
are about 280 captive cheetahs 
in zoos across the U.S. 

As efforts to save the spe¬ 
cies continue, Grisham worries 
there is no wild to send them 
home to because habitat is be¬ 
ing swallowed up by develop¬ 
ers. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Twitter 


@islayrae: 

Having far too much fun walking 
to the grocery store in the 
swampy Halifax #splash #swim- 
ming 


Qkampenr: 

I knew Halifax was near the 
ocean but I didn't realize I need¬ 
ed a boat to get to class. #flood- 
ing #maritimeproblems oh, and 
#BellLetsTalk 


@ sa ra h_h ay wa rd 12: 

Yesterday I walked through 10 


3.4 

A cheetah’s claws don’t retract, so 
they have footing that takes them 
from zero to 96 kilometres per hour 
in 34 seconds. 

Cheetahs use their tails like a rotor 
to balance while they are running. 
Their top speed is 100 kilometres an 
hour based on size, but they can run 
that fast only for 20 or 30 seconds. 
Extending that to a minute or more 
can be lethal. 



foot snowbanks to get to school, 
today I'm walking through 10 
foot puddles #halifax 


@SeamusORegan: • • • 

YOU DID IT, HALIFAX. 1072 tweet¬ 
ed 'Let's talk mental health' at 
the same time & got into @ 
GWRnews! @Bell_LetsTalk 


@THNRyanKennedy: 

Geez, Jonathan Drouin is aver¬ 
aging two points a game right 
now for Halifax. #20i3draft 
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Beautiful franchise? 


Finding 
the next 
cash cow 

IN 

FOCUS 

Richard Crouse 
scene@metronews.ca 



Film studio executives 
are always on the lookout 
for properties that can 
be spun into profitable 
movie franchises. 

And for good reason. 

Following an interest¬ 
ing set of characters over 
the course of multiple 
movies can be a cash cow. 
The James Bond movies 
have earned more than $6 
billion, while Harry, Ron 
and Hermione have raked 
in almost $8 billion since 
their series debut in 2001. 

This weekend produ¬ 
cers are hoping to lack off 
the Beautiful Creatures 
franchise. The supernatural 
romance has Twilight- 
ish overtones, a cast that 
mixes new stars like Emmy 
Rossum with established 
faces like Viola Davis and 
Emma Thompson, and the 
land of good versus evil 
tale that propelled Harry 
Potter to the upper ech¬ 
elons of the box office. 

But not all movies 
catch on with audiences 
in the way that the super 
spy and wizard have. 

I Am Number Four, 
starring Alex Pettyfer 
and Glee’s Dianna Agron, 
fizzled. Rotten Tomatoes 
said, “familiar plot and 
unconvincing perform¬ 
ances add up to one noisy, 
derivative and ultimately 
forgettable sci-fi thriller.” 

With sales of more 
than 60 million copies, 
the book series Lemony 
Snicket’s A Series of Un¬ 
fortunate Events seemed 
to have natural franchise 
possibilities. With 13 
books in the collection 
there’s source material ga¬ 
lore, but even though the 
Jim Carrey movie did well 
no sequels emerged. 


Good girl gone bad 


Emmy Rossum. 

Actress ditches 
‘nice girl' roles to 
play deadly siren in 
Beautiful Creatures 


NED 
EHRBAR 

Metro World News in Hollywood 

Actress and singer Emmy Ros¬ 
sum is tired of playing the good 
girl, which is why she jumped 
at the chance to take on the 
role of deadly siren Ridley in 
the screen adaptation of the 
best-selling young adult novel 
Beautiful Creatures. Being bad, 
she insists, is just more fun. 

The film’s leads, Alden Ehren- 
riech and Alice Englert, said 
they initially passed on the 
film and had to be convinced 
to do it. How about you? 

No, I was totally selfishly want¬ 
ing to be in the movie because 


this is such a fun character. 

I read (the script) and then I 
read the first book and audi¬ 
tioned, got the part and was 
overjoyed. I love the character, 
she’s so ballsy and fun and a 
different land of villain than 
we’re used to seeing. 

With this and Shameless, 
you’re playing some really 
interesting, juicy characters, 
different from the types of 
roles you started with. 

Nice girl roles, mhmm. Play¬ 
ing the nice girl in Day After 
Tomorrow, Poseidon, Phantom 
of the Opera, those kinds of 
characters were coming more 
easily to me in terms of just 
getting the parts. I think that 
these characters for me were 
just more thrilling because I 
like to tiy to find the human¬ 
ity and emotional understand¬ 
ing of characters that don’t 
always do the right thing. I 
think that grey area is more 
fun to explore, it’s more close 
to real life. What I like to do in 


characters is play against what 
you think that stereotype of 
that person would be. 

You think about this girl (in 
Beautiful Creatures) who’s a 
villain, who’s happy to watch 
men get run over by trains 
walking toward her, you think 
of somebody who’s quite mali¬ 
cious. But if you play it with a 
sense of fim and happiness, all 
of a sudden it becomes, “Oh, 
that’s an interesting choice.” 

Congratulations on the 
season four renewal for 
Shameless. 

Thank you. I’m excited to see 
where the character could go. 
The rest of this season has me 
working in different jobs until 
I seem to kind of find a stead¬ 
ier job as a telemarketer for a 
company called Universal Cup 
that makes disposable bever¬ 
age cups. And I have a very 
cute, interesting boss, which 
can prove to be a problem. 

You have a new album out, 


Exclusively online 


Go online to hear 
Jeremy Irons — 
who also stars in 
Beautiful Creatures 
— have a go at giving 
GPS directions at 
metronews.ca 


Sentimental Journey, with 
songs from the mid-20th 
century. 

It’s an ongoing struggle 
and negotiation with my 
own brain, trying to figure 
out what project gets what 
amount of time. But I really 
wanted to make this record, 
which is why I did it with my 
own money and then part¬ 
nered with Warners to release 
it.... This is all the music that 
I grew up with, so there were 
obvious ones that I wanted to 
put on, like Frank Sinatra’s 
Summer Wind and Apple 
Blossom Time. 






Read metr®your money 
every Tuesday for financial 
tips, trends and advice. 

Only in Metro. News worth sharing. 



SPRING GARDEN PLACE 

Find a special way to celebrate love. 
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The four-year-old that 
makes more than you 



Call 420-1013 woakmghts 
to co-ho«t the Interactive 
NME@9wtt*Ruby1 

Discovered this wnk; 

« Jiwon 

Porters Lake 

* Cady 

Sackvilie 

* Hailey 

W Chezzetcook 



Vivienne Jolie-Pitt, the 
four-year-old daughter of 
Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt, 
is already earning some 
impressive cash. 

The toddler was report¬ 
edly paid $3,000 a week for 
a small role in her mom’s 
upcoming film, Maleficent, 
according to contracts 


obtained by TMZ. The tot — 
whose twin brother, Knox, 
doesn’t appear in the film 
— also received a per diem 
$60 for expenses each day 
she was on set. Older siblings 
Pax, 9, and Zahara, 8, also 
filmed cameos in the film, 
though it’s unknown how 
much they earned. 



■ 

METRO DISH 

" 

OUR TAKE ON THE WORLD OF CELEBRITIES 



The Word 


Meet Eau de 
Pizza Hut 

Let’s cut to the chase on 
this item: Pizza Hut has 
launched a promotional 
perfume called Eau de Piz¬ 
za Hut. 

The chain is giving away 
24 bottles of the stuff. To 
get your own, send tweets 
to @PizzaHut with the 
hashtag “LastMinuteLov- 
ers.” Each package also in¬ 
cludes a $20 Pizza Hut gift 
card for Big Pizza Sliders or 
Lovers Pizza. 

“The cologne has a 
slightly sweet base scent 
of freshly rising dough, but 
finishes decidedly savoury 
with hints of Italian spice 
like oregano, vine-ripened 
tomato sauce, the crispness 
of fresh-sliced vegetables 
and all wrapped by wafts of 
cheesy goodness,” Ashlee 
Firsten of Aromachology, a 
custom perfumery in New 


York said in a press release. 

“It’s really a quite com¬ 
plex combination of aro¬ 
mas that results in the 


hunger-inducing smell of a 
fresh Pizza Hut pizza.” 

It also helps if the sniff¬ 
er is drunk. 



NOMINATE 

NOW! 

Do you know an inspiring 
immigrant who has made a 
positive impact in Canada? 

Recognize and celebrate their 
achievements by nominating them 
for this coveted national award! 

Nominations close 
February 28 , 2013 



To Nominate Visit 

canadianimmigrant.ca/rbctop25 


Title sponsor: 

I RBC Royal Bank 


Presented by: 

* 


Canadian 

IMMIGRANT 


Associate sponsor: 


CHEVROLET 


Media sponsors: 

sesssesesiij <js>> 

mmsm locus 
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There may have been a time when Puerto Rico was a cheap getaway but those days are long gone. Puerto Rico is heavily dependent on 
imported goods and fuel and that’s reflected in prices from a taxi ride from the airport to the mojito at your hotel. But there are, of course, 
some cheap options. There are also things to do that don’t cost anything at all. Here are five of them. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


ALL PHOTOS EXCEPT WHERE NOTED: THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Beaches 


There are plenty of beaches here — about 
300 according to some estimates. In the 
capital, Isla Verde Beach is good for swim¬ 
ming and lolling on soft sand, groomed daily. 
Playita del Condado is a protected cove that is 
ideal for young kids and a surprisingly good 
place to snorkel for being in the middle of 
San Juan. Things get much better outside the 
capital. Crash Boat, about an hour west of San 
Juan, is great for swimming and snorkelling. 
Farther west in the west coast town of Rincon 
is Maria’s, which has great surf. 



Free things 
to do in 
Puerto Rico 


ElYunque 

About a half-hour drive from San Juan, 
thanks to a relatively new toll road, is an 
actual tropical rainforest, the only one 
that is part of the U.S. forest system. El 
Yunque National Forest is a cool oasis on 
a hot day. The well-maintained trails are 
often shrouded in misty clouds and you 
can cool off in a waterfall or a river pool 
along the relatively easy Big Tree Trail. 



ANAIVETTE64/FLICKR 



ElMorro 

There’s an entrance fee to enter the 
Castillo San Felipe del Morro, but the best 
way to enjoy this U.S. National Historic 
Site requires no money at all. The fort that 
towers over San Juan Bay, known univer¬ 
sally as just “El Morro,” is a great place to 
stroll, especially at sunset. The massive 
rolling expanse of grass at the foot of the 
fort has spectacular views in any direction. 
It’s a popular place to picnic and fly a kite, 
sold by nearby street vendors. 



Old San Juan 

At the foot of El Morro is the old city, the 
colonial heart of San Juan. In recent years, 
Old San Juan has been on an upswing. Its 
cobblestone streets are cleaner and livelier. 
New stores, restaurants and coffee shops 
have opened and many of the old homes 
have been restored. It’s a working city, home 
to the governor’s office and mansion — said 
to be the oldest in the western hemisphere 
— as well as other government offices and an 
increasing number of professional firms. It’s 
also become an increasingly busy cruise ship 
port. Outlet and luxury goods shops have 
proliferated in response. 


Music and Salsa 

A good place to catch free live music 
several nights a week is the Plaza Mercado, 
a fruit and vegetable market in Santurce, a 
neighbourhood that is also home to what 
are considered some of the best restau¬ 
rants in Puerto Rico. The lobby of the El 
San Juan in Isla Verde usually has live 
music and dancing on weekends. The bar 
of course isn’t free but there’s no charge 
to get in. The dancers can be intimidat- 
ingly good so the less-skilled may be 
content just to watch the scene. A number 
of restaurants and hotels also regularly 
advertise free salsa lessons. 



CAMERA ON AUTOPILOT/FLICKR 



Travel tips 


Winter 
dreaming? 
Go west... 


ON THE 
MOVE 

Loren Christie 
life@metronews.ca 

British Columbia is heaven 


for winter sports enthusi¬ 
asts. Here are a few ski 
destinations worth experi¬ 
encing. 

Kicking Horse Moun¬ 
tain Resort is situated in 
Golden along B.C.’s Powder 
Highway, a route linking 
together eight mountain 
resorts. With its four Alpine 
Bowls and the fourth high¬ 
est vertical drop in Canada, 
Kicking Horse has a reputa¬ 


tion as the place for “hard 
core skiers.” 

With no village and a 
handful of slope side ser¬ 
vices, this resort is indeed 
for people whose primary 
interest is hitting the slopes. 
However, the mountain 
boasts runs suited to all 
levels. 

From your bar stool in 
the Eagle’s Eye Restaurant 
at the summit, enjoy an 


incredible view of five of the 
National Parks surrounding 
the resort. 

Cat skiing at the Island 
Lake Mountain Resort 
outside of Fernie is the 
epitome of baclccountry 
luxury. Your day starts with 
avalanche survival training 
and then you are off with a 
packed lunch as you search 
for untouched alpine bowls 
and gorgeous glades via a 


Caterpillar. 

A one-hour drive from Ke¬ 
lowna International Airport, 
Silver Star Mountain Resort 
is designed for Alpine and 
Nordic skiers, snow-shoers 
and snowmobilers to share. 
The MylPass includes lift 
tickets and unlimited access 
to all Nordic trails, snow- 
shoe trails, the Tube Town 
Adventure Park and ice skat¬ 
ing at Brewer’s Pond. 
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Falling in love with Marrakech 



City of romance? 
Moroccan destination’s 
beauty and old-world 
charm make it the 
perfect place for 
a lover's escape 


AURELIE 

RESCH 

life® metronews.ca 

Marrakech — bustling hub of 
Moroccan tourism. 

Not your idea of the per¬ 
fect romantic destination? 

The Riad Flam might 
change your perception. 

Nestled in the very heart 
of the medina, Riad Flam 
boasts luxury and elegance 
behind its walls. 

With only nine beautifully 
decorated bedrooms embra¬ 
cing a lovely patio with a 
fountain, this is the place to 
experience intimacy in a re¬ 
fined environment. 

Dim lights, marble floor, 
four-poster bed and wooden 
furniture are your first step 
to your thousand-and-one 
nights romantic getaway. 

The silence of the place 
will pleasantly surprise you 


as you return from shop¬ 
ping in the souks or markets. 
Slowly the mix of sounds you 
brought back from the Jemaa- 
El-Fna Plaza will dissolve in 
the faint murmur of the patio 
fountain. Any fatigue from 
your exploration of historic 
Marrakech will melt away 


while you unwind in your 
private hammam, or Turkish 
bath. Flam, the Riad’s female 
owner, will perform the trad¬ 
itional hammam treatment 
that will leave you relaxed, 
rejuvenated and ready to 
taste local delicacies. 

The choice is yours: eat¬ 


ing on the terrace under a 
sky bright with stars or in 
the oriental-style living room. 
Local cuisine includes lamb 
tajines, vegetarian couscous, 
Moroccan salads, cinnamon 
and spices, dates and oranges. 

Ready to embrace the day 
as the sun rises? Opt for a hot 


air balloon adventure before 
dawn and admire sunrise on 
the desert. 

Ask Abdelai at the front 
desk to make arrangements 
with Maroc Montgolfiere for 
this amazing three-hour ex¬ 
perience. 

If living the Arabic way 


If you go... 


• Getting there. Daily 
flights depart from Paris 
or Marseille. 


• Stay. Riad Flam riadflam. 
com. 


of life is what you are look¬ 
ing for, get lost in the maze 
of souks and make your way 
back to Jemaa-El-Fna Plaza 
for sunset. From the rooftop 
of Cafe Glacier you will enjoy 
an unparalleled view of the 
famous Plaza and the city as 
the amber light colours the 
red facades of the houses. 

As the day turns into 
night, the call for prayer will 
resonate in the entire city 
and the Jemaa-El-Fna Plaza 
will come to life with snake 
charmers, salesmen, acrobats 
and jugglers. 

It won’t be long until you 
surrender to the flurry of ac¬ 
tivity. 

Back to your Riad nest, 
gazing at the stars, you will 
engrave the moment in your 
memoiy forever, happy you 
chose enchanting Morocco 
for your Valentine’s Day. 
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The New Scotiabank Gold American Express Card. 


Earn travel rewards 4x faster at gas stations, grocery stor 

ted with 20,C 


stores, on dining and entertainment, so you can take 
those meaningful trips even sooner. Get started with 20,000 bonus travel rewards points. 


in 

scotiabank.com/4xfaster 


You're richer 
than you think: 


^ Scotiabank 
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FOOD/WORK/EDUCATION 15 


It’s the perfect 
time for date night 



Perfect with a glass of wine 
and a wedge of your favour¬ 
ite cheese, these crackers 
containing Medjool dates are 
a great savouiy treat with a 
hint of sweetness. 

Medjool dates, which 
have been called the “king 
of dates,” are semi-soft and 
exceptionally large. They’re 
carried year-round by major 
and mid-sized grocery chains 
across Canada. 

1. Heat oven to 160 C (325 
F). Line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper. 

2. In a food processor, 
pulse pistachios until finely 
chopped. Add 125 ml (1/2 cup) 
of the flour and dates. Pulse 
until mixture resembles fine 
bread crumbs. Add olives 
and pulse until mixed. Add 
remaining flour, orange zest, 
salt, baking powder and pep¬ 


per. Pulse until well mixed. 

3. In a small bowl, whisk egg 
and set aside 15 ml (1 tbsp) 
of the beaten egg for glazing. 
Add remaining egg and olive 
oil to food processor. Pulse 
until mixture comes together. 

4. Turn dough out onto light¬ 
ly floured board and knead 
gently. Flatten into a disc 
and wrap in plastic wrap. Re¬ 
frigerate until firm, 1 hour. 


Ingredients 


• 50 ml (1/4 cup) pistachios, 
shelled 

• 250 ml (1 cup) all-purpose 
flour, divided 

• 125 ml (1/2 cup) Medjool 
dates, pitted and chopped (5 
to 6 dates) 

• 50 ml (1/4 cup) kalamata 


5. Using lightly floured roll¬ 
ing pin, roll dough 5 mm (1/4 
inch) thick. Cut into 6-cm (2 
1/2-inch) rounds. Place on a 
prepared baking sheet. Brush 
tops with remaining beaten 
egg. Bake in centre of oven 
until golden brown, 22 mins. 

6 . Let cool on a rack. Store in 
an airtight container up to 3 
days. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS/ NATURAL DE¬ 
LIGHTS MEDJOOL DATES 


olives, pitted and chopped 

• 5 ml (1 tsp) orange zest 

• 1 ml (1/4 tsp) salt 

• 0.5 ml (1/8 tsp) baking 
powder 

• 0.5 ml (1/8 tsp) black pepper 

• 1 egg 

• 30 ml (2 tbsp) olive oil 


$49.98 Value! 


2 Cooked Premium 
Hardshell Lobsters 
11.3 avg. each) 

2 Coquille St-lacijues (great appetizer) 

1 Package Clearwater Bacon Wrapped 
Sea Scallops (14-16 scallops per pkg) 

2 Bibs, placemats and plastic picks 

Sale ends close heb Nilt. 



Create the perfect match for 
your Valentine > Day dinner with 
Quinta da ftpiga - $12.99 
?Z0 mL hxtugai 

HARVEST 

.WINKS 


[Ciearwaler 


umm\ cleaned ter. ca 


902 . 443.0333 

757 Bedford Hw> 
‘tom - 7pm 
(7 Dav» a Week) 




902 . 873.4509 
Halifax Int. Airport 
5*m-9pm 
(7 Da y* a Week) 


Student voice 


On facing a 
fork in the 
internship road 

Courtney Hardwick 
Graduate 

Bachelor of arts in English Language and 
Literature 

University of Windsor 

TalentEgg.ca 

I always knew a BA in English 
wasn’t going to make it easy 
to get a job, but I thought hav¬ 
ing a university degree would 
at least count for something. 
Turns out, not so much. I 
ended up going back to school 
and just recently finished a 
post-grad publishing program 
at Ryerson. 

Even though I have 
focused in on the industry I 
want to work in, it has still 
been next to impossible to 
find a job. I have done two 
internships at publishing 
companies and although they 
were both amazing experien¬ 
ces, they don’t seem to count 
for much either. I had one 
interview for an internship 
where they told me straight 
up that my time there 
would not lead to a job, so I 
shouldn’t have any land of 
expectations regarding that. 

Now, I understand they are 
only telling me to be realistic, 
but it is still discouraging 


Which to choose? 


“I am at a roadblock. Do 
I continue to do intern¬ 
ships and hope eventu¬ 
ally one will pay off? 

Or do I look for work 
elsewhere, just so I can 
make some money” 

Courtney Hardwick 


to hear that at an interview 
and it is depressing to think 
that all I will ever be able to 
find are an endless string of 
internships that pay next to 
nothing. 

I am at a roadblock. Do I 
continue to do internships 
and hope eventually one will 
pay off? Or do I look for work 
elsewhere, just so I can make 
some money and actually 
start paying back that student 
loan that’s lurking just past 
another six-month repayment 
assistance term? 

What I’m doing now 

I received a post-graduate 
certificate and it helped me 
get internships, but that’s still 
not enough. I have done some 
volunteering as well. To pay 
the rent, I work in retail and I 


can’t wait until the day I can 
quit and never look back. 

My recommendations for 
employers, career centres 
and schools 

Maybe the whole university 
model just needs an overhaul. 
What is the point in all the 
book learning if we never 
get any of the experience we 
need to actually get a job? 
Sure, I can write a compara¬ 
tive essay on The Great Gatsby 
and some obscure short 
story in one of my literature 
anthologies, but who cares? 

I think every BA program 
should have a co-op or work 
study component, no matter 
what the focus is. 

If I could go back, I would 
probably go to college instead, 
because the practical experi¬ 
ence is so much more valu¬ 
able than the book smarts. 

My advice for other students 
and recent graduates 

Anything you can do to get 
practical experience while 
you don’t have to worry about 
rent/paying back student 
loans/bills, do it! 

TALENTEGG.CA, CANADA’S LEADING JOB 
SITE AND ONLINE CAREER RESOURCE 
FOR STUDENTS AND NEW GRADUATES, 
WANTS TO HEAR YOUR STUDENT VOICE. 



\ 


v! 


EARN YOUR 
DIPLOMA IN JUST 

18 MONTHS 

Accredited by CDAC 


SEATS STILL AVAILABLE FOR APRIL 2013 


Corxxfron Nqftonof of H#o«h - 


REGISTER NOW! 

1 866 726 (CNIH) 2644 • www.cnih.ca 
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Drouln pots three as 
Moose blast Rocket 



Halifax Mooseheads forward Jonathan Drouin fires a short-handed goal past Prince Edward Island Rocket netminder Antoine Bibeau during first-period 
action at the Halifax Metro Centre on Tuesday night, jeff harper/metro_ 


Stepping up. Even 
without MacKinnon, 
Weegar, Halifax puts 
on home-ice clinic 


m 


Without his first-line side- 
kick, Jonathan Drouin 
picked up the slack. 

The Mooseheads’ leading 
scorer recorded a hat trick, 
leading the Halifax team to 
a dominating 7-0 win over 
the P.E.I. Rocket in front 
of a Metro Centre crowd of 
6,295 on Tuesday night. 

Drouin also extended his 
point steak to 17 games, 
while his injured line- 
mate and Halifax’s second- 
leading scorer Nathan 
MacKinnon looked on from 
the press box. 

“We all knew that we 
had to pick up our game,” 
Drouin said. “You can’t re¬ 
place Nathan but we can 
contribute a little more, 
and that’s what we did. It 
was a really big win for us.” 

After both squads got off 
to a sluggish start, Drouin 
opened the scoring on a 
beautiful solo effort on the 
penalty kill with just under 
four minutes left in the first 
period. 

The tally seemed to spark 
the Mooseheads, who came 
out strong on both sides of 
the ice in the second frame. 


Hot streak 


35 

The point total for Jonathan Drouin 
during his 17-game point streak. 

It includes 17 goals. 


Drouin picked up his 
second goal of the night 
just over four minutes into 
the period and Mooseheads 
defenceman Konrad Abelts- 
hauser tallied just over 
three minutes later. 

From there the Moose¬ 
heads didn’t look back as 
they scored four more times 
in the third to make it a 
blowout. 

“We knew we all had to 
play our best tonight and 
that’s what we did,” Drouin 


said. 

Mooseheads forward 
Stephen MacAulay filled in 
nicely for MacKinnon on 
the first line, picking up a 
goal and an assist. 

“It was a great oppor¬ 
tunity for me and I know it 
won’t last forever,” said the 
20-year-old Cole Harbour 
centre. 

“But I’m not trying to 
change my game. I’m happy 
with the win; it was a com¬ 
plete game.” 


Luca Ciampini picked up 
a goal and two assists while 
Darcy Ashley also found the 
back of the net. 

Zach Fucale registered 
his second shutout of the 
season and was sharp when 
he needed to be, stopping 
30 shots. 

With the victory the 
Mooseheads improve to 43- 
6-2-1 while the Rocket drop 
to 30-21-2-0. 

The Mooseheads return 
to action Friday when they 


Day-to-day 


The Mooseheads were 
without one of their top 
defencemen against P.E.I. 
as MacKenzie Weegar is 
day-to-day with an upper- 
body injury suffered in 
Friday’s loss to the Moncton 
Wildcats. 


host the Shawinigan Cata- 
ractes at 7 p.m. 


MacKinnon admits 
it’s time for a rest 


As much as Halifax Moose¬ 
heads forward Nathan 
MacKinnon wanted to be 
in the lineup for Tuesday’s 
home game against the P.E.I. 
Rocket, he also admitted it 
was time for a little rest. 

“I’ve played a lot of hock¬ 
ey in the last six months,” 
said MacKinnon, who is out 
for up to two weeks with 
a minor MCL injury in his 
knee. “Of course I want to be 


playing but I also need to be 
fresh for the playoffs and I 
really can’t get hurt.” 

The 17-year-old is coming 
off a gruelling schedule since 
December, including with 
the Canadian world junior 
team. 

“Probably the hardest part 
is sitting with the boys in 
the dressing room before the 
game. It’s tough,” MacKinnon 

Said. ANDREW RANKIN/METRO 



AUS basketball. 

Axewomen spoil Huskies’ 
bid for perfect season 


The Acadia Axewomen spoiled 
the Saint Mary’s Huskies’ bid 
for a perfect season with a 91-84 
victory at home in Atlantic Uni¬ 
versity Sport women’s basket¬ 
ball action Tuesday night. 

Acadia guard Lindsay Har¬ 
ris led the way with a 35-point 
effort while Justine Colley re¬ 
sponded with 31 points for the 
Huskies, who fell to 16-1 on the 
season. 

Meanwhile, Lia St. Pierre 
poured in 29 points to lead the 


St. Francis Xavier X-Women to 
a 83-73 win over the Dalhousie 
Tigers at the Dalplex. Keisha 
Brown led the Tigers with 28 
points. 

In men’s action, Jumol Mull- 
ings collected 19 points and 
William Yengue added 18 to 
lead the Tigers to an 88-83 vic¬ 
tory over the X-Men. 

At Wolfville, Anthony Ashe 
poured in 20 points to propel 
the Axemen past the Huskies 
92-68. METRO 
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Wrestlers face Olympic fight 

Chopping block. Sport 
has been part of Games 
since 700 BC and 
Canada's good at it 


JESSICA 
SMITH 

Metro in Toronto 

The international wrestling 
community is gearing up for 
a fight keep the sport in the 
Olympics — launching a lobby¬ 
ing campaign no one knew was 
needed until Tuesday’s surprise 
decision by the International 
Olympic Committee executive 
board. 

“We didn’t even know 
we were on the chopping 
block,” said Wrestling Canada 
president Don Ryan. 

Canada performs well in 
wrestling, especially since 
womens’ wrestling became an 
Olympic sport in 2004. Daniel 
Igali won gold in 2000, as did 
Carol Huynh in 2008, who also 
won bronze in 2012. Tonya Ver- 
beek won silver in 2004 and 
2012 and bronze in 2008. 

The IOC executive board an¬ 
nounced it is recommending 
freestyle and Greco-Roman 
wrestling be dropped from the 
Olympic program, a decision 
that is set to be ratified by the 
IOC in May. 

“There was nothing that 
indicated that we were in 
trouble,” Ryan said. “But we’re 
wrestling. We’re combative 
people. We’re going to pull our 
sleeves up and get to work on 
saving our sport for 2020.” 

If the decision is ratified, 
wrestling will join seven other 
sports — baseball/softball, kar¬ 
ate, roller sports, sport climb¬ 
ing, squash, wakeboarding and 
wushu — to lobby for inclusion 
in the 2020 games. 

Beijing gold-medallist 
Huynh expressed her shock 




Tonya Verbeek, from Grimsby, Ont., lifts India’s Geeta Geeta in their 55-kg freestyle wrestling match at the 2012 
Summer Olympics in August. Verbeek won silver at the Games, ryan remiorz/the Canadian press file_ 


Wrestling’s history 


• 708 BC Wrestling was the 
decisive and last discipline 
held in the Pentathlon. 


• 1896 The Greco-Roman 
event (no weight classes) 
was the only wrestling event 
at the inaugural modern 
Olympics in Athens. 


• 2004 Women were finally 


over Twitter. 

“Can’t believe IOC is cutting 
wrestling! Huge blow to our 
sport all over the world. Hope 
that CAWA (the Canadian Ama¬ 
teur Wrestling Association) & 
FILA will lobby for reversal or 
we fight with other sports to 


allowed to compete in free¬ 
style wrestling (four weight 
classes) at the Olympics. 


• 2008 B.C. native Carol Huynh 
made history with Canada's 
first gold medal in women's 
wrestling at the Beijing 
Olympics. 

PHYLICIA TORREVILLAS/ 

METRO IN VANCOUVER 


get back.” 

The sport’s governing body, 
the International Federation 
of Associated Wrestling Styles 
(FILA), was already scheduled 
to hold its biannual meeting 
in Phuket, Thailand, this week¬ 
end. It will now focus on the 


Olympic problem, Ryan said. 

After the 2000 Olympics, 
FILA changed some rules in 
an effort to make the sport 
more exciting. Rounds were 
shortened and scoring was 
simplified. At the upcoming 
meeting, FILA was to discuss 
encouraging “more high-ac¬ 
tion moves” and malting scor¬ 
ing easier to understand, said 
Ryan. “We’re always trying to 
improve.” 

Modem pentathlon and 
taekwondo were seen as 
more likely to be cut from 
the Olympics than wrestling. 
Asked about the lobbying ef¬ 
forts, sponsorships, power 
and money involved in those 
sports, Ryan said he hopes the 
IOC’s decisions aren’t made on 
that basis, with files from the Can¬ 
adian press 


MLB Great expectations 
not fazing Jays slugger 


“The sky’s the limit.” 

Jose Bautista isn’t given to 
mixing words or their mean¬ 
ings, at least not when it comes 
to assessing the Toronto Blue 
Jays and the chances for a play¬ 
off berth for the vastly retooled 
roster. 

So when the two-time ma¬ 
jor-league home run king lends 
phrases like “the sky’s the lim¬ 
it,” there’s a definite weight to 
them, even though optimism 
is high in virtually every major- 
league city at this time of year. 

“I know I’ve been on other 
teams and one that didn’t have 
a chance (to be in the playoffs), 
but this is different, this is the 
best team I’ve been on in my 
career ... I don’t see where it 
can go wrong for us,” Bautista 
said Tuesday when pitchers 
and catchers were undergoing 
physicals in advance of Wed¬ 
nesday’s first official reporting 
date for spring training. 

Bautista’s enthusiasm was 
buoyed by the Jays’ massive, off¬ 
season retooling that brought 
on proven major leaguers like 
pitchers RA. Dickey, Josh John¬ 
son, and Mark Buehrle, as well 
as infielder Jose Reyes and out¬ 
field Melky Cabrera. 

“If we do what we are all 
capable of then it should come 
together for us, it will take 
care of itself,” Bautista said. 


Comeback trail 


Bautista was limited to 92 
games in 2012 because of a 
wrist injury that ultimately 
led to off-season surgery. 


• "I've gone through the 
rehab and I can tell 
you it was tedious but 
I worked my butt off in 
the gym and now I'm 
ready to get back on the 
field," he said. 


“We should be able to go to 
the playoffs and hopefully the 
World Series.” 

Bautista stood two years 
ago in the same place at the 
Flora Auto Exchange Stadium 
in Dunedin, having just signed 
a five-year contract extension. 
That new deal signalled the 
beginning of a change in re¬ 
sponsibility for Bautista, who 
became the Jays focal player 
back then, and is living up to 
that role now. 

“I was counting on Alex 
(GM Anthopoulos) building a 
contender that could compete 
in a sustainable way for years 
to come. And he (Anthopoulos) 
came through on his words,” 
Bautista said. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



Ranked #1 in Reliability by Consumer Reports 
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Dan's 

TRANSMISSION 


1 Day Service 

(call for details) I 

Rebuilt 

Transmissions 

Available 

See us for your 

FREE/ 

SMILE 


468-9541 

435 Windmill Rd. Dartmouth 

darotrsfttfnissiO’n.com 


Findings on the new Forester 



ALL PHOTOS WHEELBASE 


Fuel economy 


The 2.5 is estimated at 9.5 
1/100 km in the city and 
7.4 on the highway with 
the CVT, while the 2.0XT’s 
estimate is 10.2/8.4. These 
values improve on the 
previous-generation’s base 
and optional power trains. 


2014 Subaru Forester 


• Type. Four-door, all-wheel-drive 
compact wagon 


• Engine (hp). 2.4-litre DOHC H4 
(170); 2 . 0 -litre DOHC H4, 
turbocharged (250) 


• Transmissions. Six-speed 
manual; continuously vari¬ 
able with opt. paddle shifters 


• Base price (incl. destination). 

$28,550 



The base engine is thrifty and has 
enough power for most situations. 
The turbo option is our choice. 


Design 


The bolder, brawnier styl¬ 
ing displays more curves 
and angles than before. 
The blaclced-out lower 
body cladding featured on 
all models ties in nicely 
with the more expressive 
mesh-style grille, flat-black 
bumper and attractively 
shaped side air intakes 
featured on up-level turbo 
models. 


Transmission 


The 2.5i offers a six-speed 
manual transmission, or a 
continuously variable (CVT) 
option. The 2.0XT only 
comes with the CVT, but it 
comes with what Subaru 
calls its “engine perform¬ 
ance management system” 
with Intelligent, Sport and 
Sport Sharp settings. 


Review. Subaru’s 
wonder wagon adds 
refinement plus a 
more satisfying right- 
foot workout. 


MALCOLM GUNN 

wheelbasemedia.com 

You would think that after 15 
years and three generations 
of Forester that Subaru would 
have concocted the ideal for¬ 
mula for its tallest tall wagon. 

Actually this car-based con¬ 
veyance has contained mostly 
all the right ingredients ever 
since its 1998-model-year 
launch and the fourth genera¬ 
tion model arriving this spring 
is dishing up more of the same. 

Through clockwork-regu¬ 
lar updating, the Forester has 
evolved into a steady performer 
that treats its passengers well and 
totes their belongings with ease. 

The Forester sits on a new 
platform that modestly stretch¬ 
es the distance between the 
front and rear wheels. That 
translates into a bit more rear 
legroom (up-level trims add a 
reclining rear seat), but a taller 


roofline and lower load floor 
adds about 10 per cent more 
cargo volume with the split¬ 
folding rear seat folded flat. 

The cabin’s more formal 
control-panel layout is trimmed 
in satin nickel and optional 
leather. Subaru’s designers also 
increased the distance between 
the front seats and the dash to 
create a greater sense of spa¬ 
ciousness. 

The Forester’s only sig¬ 
nificant carryover item is the 
2.5-litre four-cylinder engine 
(installed in 2.5i models) that 
generates 170 horsepower and 
174 pound-feet of torque. For 
added punch, the 2.0XT uses 
a turbocharged version of the 
2.0-litre four-cylinder in the 
BRZ sports coupe. Rated at 250 
horsepower and 258 pound- 
feet of torque, it replaces the 
previous 2.5-litre turbo en¬ 
gine option that produced 224 
horsepower and 226 pound- 
feet. The engine, which appar¬ 
ently won’t fit into the BRZ, 
does show potential, however, 
for a future application. 

The Forester’s admirers 
likely won’t be disappointed 
with this latest iteration’s crisp 
styling, added performance and 
improved fuel efficiency. 




By comparison 



I Ford Escape 

Base price: $23,150 



2 Hyundai Tucson 
Base price: $ 21,800 



3 


Honda CR-V 
Base price: $27,600 














































p 


Your first 3 bi-weekly 

payments are on us: 

on most new 2013 models 

That’s another $500-$!,750 back in your pocket 2 


* plus- 1 


01 2 * 8.000 


w 2013 models 


J 



2013 FOCUS SEDAN 

5.1 L/iookm 55 MPGhwy" 
7.6L/I00km 37 MPGcity 


purchase for only 

$117@0° /o 

Financed bi-weekly for 72 months with 
$0 down payment. 

Offer includes $500 in manufacturer rebates 
and excludes freight and taxes. 


NO EXTRA CHARGE 
MAINTENANCE 3 

FOR 3 YEARS 
OR 60,000 KM 

WITH THE PURCHASE 
OR LEASE OF MOST 
NEW 2012-2013 
FOCUS MODELS. 


FORD MAINTENANCE 

PROTECTION PLAN 


/ 3-Year or 60,000 km / Your vehicle serviced by Ford 

No Charge Scheduled trained Technicians using 

Maintenance 3 Ford approved parts 


✓ Plus No-Charge replacement coverage for up to 8 wear items: 

■ Brake pads and linings ■ Brake rotors ■ Clutch disc (manual only) 

■ Engine belts and hoses ■ Shock absorbers ■ Spark plugs 

■ Wiper blades ■ Light bulbs (excludes LED & HID lamps) 


On a retail purchase or lease of most new 2012/2013 Focus models (excluding Electric) 



2013 ESCAPE fwc 

6.0L/iookm 47MPG hwy ~ 
9.1L/100km 31MPGCITY 

purchase for only 

$ 179 w,TH$0, 

@1.49% APR financed bi-weekly for 72 months. 


lease for only 


s 349™ s 0i 


@1.49% APR for 48 months. 
Offers exclude freight and taxes. 



2013 F-150 


STX 

SUPER CAB 4X2 


9.1 L/lOOkm 31 MPGhwy 

13L/iookm 22 MPGcity 


purchase for only 

$ 156 WITH $0=.. 

@4.99% APR financed bi-weekly for 72 months. 


or 


lease for only 

$289 $ 0 


DOWN 

PAYMENT 


@2.99% APR for 36 months. 


Offers include $7,500 in manufacturer rebates 
and excludes freight and taxes. 






£ 


- \ 


Recycle Your Ride 
and get up to 


* 3.000 


in additional 
incentives 


Get a vehicle you’ll be happy with today. Only at your Atlantic Ford Store. 



Go Further 

| atlanticford.ca | 
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The electric car of Cadillacs 



Toronto Auto Show. 

ELR to join Volt and 
Karma in Extended 
Range Electric Vehicle 
territory 


■ Mike Goetz 

^ mM drive@metronews.ca 

The 2014 Cadillac ELR is one 
of the cooler-looking brand- 
new production cars taking the 
stage at this week’s auto show 
in Toronto. 

It also makes GM a pion¬ 
eer of sorts. Not like the folks 
on Little House on the Prairie, 
looking for really nice farming 
dirt. More like Thomas Edison, 
looking for new things that can 
be powered by electricity. 

The Cadillac ELR is slated to 
start production late this year 
for an early 2014 on-sale date. 
That’s when we’ll find out if 
luxury buyers, already willing 
to pay a premium for a luxury 
ride and all it entails, are also 
willing to pay a bit extra for an 
electric powertrain. 

Technically the ELR is not a 
pure electric vehicle. Like the 


Chevrolet Volt, it has an electric 
motor and an internal combus¬ 
tion engine, the latter used pri¬ 
marily for re-charging the ELR’s 
battery so the vehicle is always 
“electrically” driven. You can 
also recharge it by plugging it 
in. Officially, GM calls it an Ex¬ 
tended Range Electric Vehicle. 

The only other extended 
range electric vehicles current¬ 
ly on the market would be the 
$42,000 Chevrolet Volt and the 
$100,000-plus Fisker Karma. A 
little too conveniently, all GM 
would say about ELR’s pro¬ 


jected price is that it would 
be more than Volt, less than 
Karma. 

Cadillac is figuring, like 
Fisker and some others, that 
electricity is high-tech and de¬ 
sirable. But the styling of the 
ELR screams non-electric. You 
could very easily imagine it to 
be powered by something like 
a high-output V6. 

The ELR is longer than the 
Cadillac ATS, but only offers the 
part-time rear seating area of a 
2+2. The focus is clearly on the 
driver and making him or her 


feel good and look good. 

While it has the same 
1.4-litre “four” as Volt, and the 
same battery and electric mo¬ 
tor set-up, it has slightly more 
power, due to new “battery dis¬ 
charge” software programming 
learned from Volt’s first years 
on the road. 

Handling should be sev¬ 
eral degrees better than Volt, 
due to a more advanced chas¬ 
sis, featuring 20-inch tires, a 
wide track, many aluminum 
pieces and a Watts Z-link rear 
suspension. 


Among the many new and 
novel bits to ELR is Regen on 
Demand. When you need to 
slow down or come to a stop, 
you could use your brake pedal 
as usual, or you could engage 
Regen on Demand via paddle 
levers on the steering wheel. 
The experience is not unlike 
downshifting early on a manu¬ 
al transmission car. It’s basic re 
generative braking, as happens 
in all hybrid and EVs, but in Re 
gen on Demand mode it does it 
with a lot more feeling, and a 
lot more electricity going back 


Details 


Bullet Pointing the ELR: 


• EV range. 56 km 


• EV plus gas range. 
480 km 


• Torque. 298 Ib-ft 


• Top speed. 160 km/h 


• Looks. Killer 


into the battery. Also neat 
is the system that allows 
drivers to select four driving 
modes: Sport — let’s boogie; 
Tour — default setting; Moun¬ 
tain — gas engine actually pro¬ 
vides some assistance to the 
electric motor; Hold — keeps 
your batteiy charge for when 
it might be more useful and 
efficient, like when you get to 
stop-and-go city traffic after a 
long commute. 

It will be fun over the next 
few years, watching electric 
powertrains migrate to lux¬ 
ury segments, with more 
opportunity for styling and 
engineering advancements 
and experimentation. Let the 
pioneering games begin. 



Every Certified Pre-Owned Mazda we sell comes with warranties and guarantees to ensure that you drive away fully satisfied in a quality vehicle that you can depend < 




SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS 




CERT/E/ED 

PRE-OWNED 

160-Point Detailed Inspection 

■H 7-Year/140 r 000-Kilometre 
r°~°1 Limited Powertrain Warranty 1 


24-Hour Emergency 
Roadside Assistance 

30-Day/3 f 000-Kilometre 
Exchange Privilege 

CarProof® Vehicle 
History Report 

Zero Deductible 


Available Extended Coverage 


CRAETED. ENG/NEERED. CERT/R/ED. 


zoom-zoom 


maioa 


■(•Coverage begins from the original new retail sale date and covers 7-years/140,000-kilometres, whichever comes first. +0.9% APR only for well qualified buyers: not all buyers will qualify. Amount of down payment and other factors may affect qualification. 0.9% APR available on all models and all qualifying model 
years (the 5 model years immediately preceding the date of this advertisement, or newer) for up to 24-month terms. Based on a representative example of $15,000 financed at 0.9% over 24 months equals monthly payments of $630.88 with $0 down payment, cost of borrowing is $141.03 with a total obligation 
of $15,141.03. Licence, insurance, taxes, down payment, and, where applicable, PPSA and other dealer charges are extra and may be required at time of purchase. Finance on approved credit for qualified customers only. Offer subject to change without notice. Visit your participating dealer for complete details. 
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caRavaNKips 



SCAN HERE 

FOR MOREGREAT OFFERS 





ALLTNE BEST 

IN 2013 

SALES EVENT 


MPG 

HWY 


7.5 L/100 KM HWY n 


YOU BRING OUT THE BEST IN US. 

SO WE’RE OFFERING UP OUR BEST TO YOU. 


2013 DODGE JOURNEY CANADA VALUE PACKAGE 

CANADA’S #1 SELLING CROSSOVER 0 


‘ 18,995 



PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $2,000 CONSUMER CASH.* 2013 Dodge Journey SXT shown.' 


$1 HQ BI-WEEKLY 

|JM J FINANCING 


OR CHOOSE - 

@ A AQ 0/o FOR 96 MONTHS 
/I WITH $0 DOWN 


Dodge.ca/Offers 

LESS FUEL. MORE POWER. GREAT VALUE. 

10 VEHICLES WITH 40 MPG HWY OR BETTER. 


CHRYSLER 




■VI 
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APARTMENTS 


THE PARKS 

OF WEST BEDFORD 


Shaughnessy 

° HOMES J 


PRESENTS. 


ft 


THE BALLANTYNE 

- ($pwtfie/o depute' - 


A 

L 

-a 

I 0 E 
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CONTEMPORARY URBAN LIVING 

attuned to your every need & desire. 

• Natural Gas 

• 3 & 4 Bedrooms 

• 3.5 Baths 

• Master Ensuite with Soaker 
Tub & Separate Shower 

• Granite Countertops 


LOWER LEVEL 


(S| ENERGUIDE FOR 

m new houses TecnReady 


Kristy Burchell 

880-9995 

FLEA MARKETS 


QUEST 

REALTY 

INTEGRITY. EXPERIENCE. RESULTS. 

questrealty.ca 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Jr 


lilhllilt 


HARBO.URVIE-Wi 


WEEKEND MARKET 

Something 
for Everyone! 


Meats • Produce 
Baked Goods • Antiques 
Jewelry »Candy‘Tools 
Books • Crafts • DVDs 
& Much More! 


OPEN 

SAT AND SUN 
9AM-4PM 


42 Canal St, Dartmouth 407*3323 
harbourviewmarket.com 


JAN-PROI 


CLEANING SYSTEMS 


Say good-bye to your old job and 
start a new exciting business!! 

Available Franchises & Financing! 

• Complete training and support 

• Cleaning accounts provided 

• Cheapest investment $3500 

• Unlimited potential earnings 

CALL NOW!! 
Contact: Carlos De Regules 
902-481-2100 or email 
carlos.deregules@jan-pro.ca 

wwwlan-pro.ca 


HGME alkie 

WARRANTY 


Ken Chen 

488-4513 

MASSAGE/THERAPISTS 
John Panter, Certified Rolfer™ 

Are you 
tired of 

chronic 
pain...? 

902 425 2612 • fareast@auracom.com 

JUNK REMOVAL 



TIME TO TOSS IT 


Debris removal, estate 

clean ups, small demos, 
unit clear outs, 
basements, yards 
& construction. 
902-449-0232 


realstar management 

it’s your home 


Ask about our rental incentives 



Halifax Apartments 

1881 Brunswick St, Halifax 
1 & 2 BR 
1-888-904-1275 


Harbour Ridge 

1663 Brunswick St, Halifax 
1&2 BR 
1-888-517-4125 


MacDonald Apartments Garrison Watch 

5885 Cunard St, Halifax 5536 Sackville St, Halifax 

Bachelor & 1 BR 2 BR 

1-877-648-7936 1-888-517-4125 


Stonecrest Village 

80 Chipstone Close, Clayton Park 
1, 2 & 2 BR Large 
1-888-459-3108 


SPECIAL! 
No Security 
Deposit! 


realstar. ca 


GLADSTONE 

NORTH 

APARTMENTS 


2761 GLADSTONE ST. 
Call Doreen Mallon: 
830 4300 
GladstoneNorth.ca 


1 BR, 2 BR, 3 BR & PENTHOUSE SUITES 


• One, one + den, two, two + den 
three bedroom suites available 

• Six Premium Appliances including 
Washer/Dryer 

• In-suite Air Conditioning 

• Large Corner Windows for 
Maximum Natural Sunlight in 
most suites 

• High-Quality Laminate Floors 


• Private Large Balconies 

• Fully Secure Building with keyless entry 

• Executive Penthouses Available 

• Rooftop Garden 

• Environmentally Friendly Features 

• Bright In-door Parking* 

• Walking Distances to all 
Amenities, on Bus Route 


^tokey best tAontySv tiv Ufa a/ve/ ufait outside/ tAe/ doav! 



HarbourI^T/1 

APARTMENTS 

NEW BUILDING 


One and Two 
Bedroom Apartments 
from $900/Month. 

Occupancy starts April 1 st. 
ONE MONTH FREE RENT 
Moving incentive 


5 corners near downtown. 
Model suite. 
Harbourvista Apts. 

222 Portland St 
809-2221 

www.harbourvista.ca 


$600 Move In 
Incentive! 

Newly renovated 
1,2 & 3 BR units 

Starting at 
just $675 

Comfortable walking 
distance to shopping, 
dining, banking, Darmouth 
Crossing 8c Mic Mac Mall 
Close to Metro Transit 
routes #10 8c #54 

Call 902-830-1296 

or email 

pinegreenpark@hotxnail.ca 

for more details. 


MOVERS 


MoveRite 

ft Truck & 2 Men 

$75.00 per hour 
No Minimum 
No Gas Surcharge 
Residential & Commercial 
Local & Long Distance 

440-6817 

moveriteii@gmail.com 



Apartments For Rent 

\ 1 “We take care of our residents. Try us and see!’ 

MetCa P 902.461.HOME(4663) 


ONE MONTH FREE RENT! 1 


*13 Month 
Lease. 


Apartments For Rent 

“We take care of our residents. Try us and see!’ 

MetCap 902.461 .HOMEC4663) 


1-3 Farthington 141 Albro Lake 


DENTISTRY 


36-36A Primrose 

1 BR $569 

2 BR $669 

*Heat & Hot Water Incl. 


60 

Primrose 

Bach $529 
1 BR $549 


$99 Dental Hygiene Cleanings 
Professional ZOOM! Whitening! 
For Only $349 


6-16 Nivens. 77 Farrell & J 

15 Middle St. 

Bach $539 

1 BR $579 

2 BR $699 
*AII utilities included. 


Smart SmilefOr 

Dental Hvgione 


2 Locations: 
3542 Novalea Dr. Hfx 
193 Portland St. Drt 


Dental Cleanings 
Group Rates 
Mobile Services Avail. 

902 - 830-6908 

www.SmartsmUesdh.com 

V $99 Dental Hygiene Cleanings Includes; Hygiene Assessment, Scaling, Polish and Fluoride. / 
If Additional Treatments Are Needed They Will Be Completed At No Extra Cost J 


Book your viewing today! Call Mack at 402.3894 


175 Albro Lake Rd 

Bach $549 
1 BR $579 
*Heat, Pking & 

Hot Water Incl. 


15/25/35 Leaman 

1 BR $599 

2 BR $749 

*Heat & Hot Water Incl. 


65 & 81 Primrose 

Bach $545 

1 BR $579 

2 BR $699 

*Heat & Hot Water Incl. 


Book your viewing today! 

Call the Resident Manager at 401.7318 
or Olga at 402.2915 


Ask About Our Pet Friendly Apartments _ 

Can't get a hold of us? Call our help line at 1-877-638-2271 
or email us at leasing@metcap.com 


87 Pinecrest Dr 

1 BR $549 

2 BR $629 
*Heat & Hot Water Incl. 

Book your viewing today! 
Call Mack at 402.3894 

11 Glenview 

1 BR $599 

' * Heat & Hot Water Incl. 

Book your viewing today! 

Call Mack at 402.3894 

m 

1 & 11 Drysdale Rd., 
22-40 River Rd 

2 BR $589 

3BR $709 | 

*Utilities Incl. 

I Book your viewing today! I 
I Call Mack at 402.3894 I 
k or Lvnne at 402.6287 A 


Place 
1 BR $549 
*Heat & Hot Water 
Incl. 


2&4 Franklyn 
Crt, 1-10 Crystal 

Bach $499 

1 BR $549 

2 BR $689 
^Utilities Incl. - 
Electricity Extra. 


2 BR $699 

3 BR $839 
Units Include 
Dishwashers 


31 & 35 
Highfield Park 
Dr. 11 Joseph 
Young Dr. 

1 BR $569 
^Utilities Extra. 


Book your viewing today! 
Call the Resident Manager 
at 401.7318 

or Olga at 402.2915 J 


Ask About Our Pet Friendly Apartments _ 

Can’t get a hold of us? Call our help line at 1-877-638-2271 
or email us at leasing@metcap.com 
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T Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

There is tension in the air. 
Anything can happen at any 
moment. Go where your heart 
leads you today and don't 
worry about the consequences. 
It's OK to take a few risks. In 
fact, it's good for you. 

^ Libra 

Sept. 24 - Oct. 23 

There may be some major 
upheavals today but the Sun in 
Aquarius has you covered, so 
you don't have to worry too 
much. Other people may be a 
bit negative though, so watch 
out for harmful emotions. 

V Taurus 

April 21 - May 21 

What happens today will take 
you by surprise, most likely 
because you have been fearing 
the worst. Could it be you were 
too negative in your evaluation 
of the situation? Of course. But 
now you know better. 

ttl Scorpio 

Oct. 24 - Nov. 22 

If there is a social or career 
opportunity you would like to 
take advantage of then go for it 
— now, this very moment. The 
longer you sit there thinking 
about it, the more likely it is 
you'll miss out. 

H Gemini 

May 22 - June 21 

Make sure you keep an eye on 
what partners and loved ones 
and work colleagues are up to 
today. Above all, don't let them 
sign you up for anything you 
are not 100 per cent convinced 
is good for you. 

ft Sagittarius 

Nov. 23 - Dec. 21 

You can go anywhere. You can 
do anything. You are the master 
of your own destiny in every 
conceivable way. You find that 
hard to believe? Well, start 
believing it because it's 
absolutely true. Never doubt 
yourself. 

0 Cancer 

June 22 - July 23 

Each sign is born with its own 
special talent and yours is your 
ability to sense what other 
people are feeling. Use that 
talent today to find out why 
someone you love feels under 
the weather then cheer them 
up. 

Id Capricorn 

Dec. 22 - Jan. 20 

You need to go on the offensive 
today. You need to make sure 
your rivals understand that you 
will not just stand there and 
take what they choose to give 
you. You're the one with the 
talent, so you do the choosing. 

Q Leo 

July 24 - Aug. 23 

You can do no wrong at the 
moment, but that does not 
mean you have permission 
to do what you know is very 
wrong indeed! Yes, you can 
push the envelope, a little, but 
don't push your luck too far. 

w* Aquarius 

Jan. 21 - Feb. 19 

You know instinctively when 
other people are lying to you, 
and that ability will come in 
handy over the next 24 hours. 

You don't have to let them 
know you are on to them 
though, at least not yet. 


HP Virgo 

Aug. 24 - Sept. 23 

Lay down the law and make 
sure everyone you have 
dealings with knows what is 
expected of them. Things have 
been a bit sloppy of late, so get 
your act together and make 
sure those around you do 
likewise. 


K Pisces 

Feb. 20 - March 20 

Someone in authority seems to 
be asking a lot of you at the 
moment but there is a good 
reason for it, and an even 
better reason why you should 
play along. Maybe they are 
testing you for future 
promotion! sally brompton 


Today Thursday 

A 2 -6 a -I -9 

VoriobU Voriobl# 


Q 


PLAY 23 

See today’s answers at metronews.ca/answers. 


Crossword: Canada Across and Down 


Across 

1._wash jeans 

5. Slang for coffee 
9. Comprehend 

13. Memo 

14. Adam and Eve's grandson 

15. Spring flower 

16. "_Rock and Roll Music" by 

Peter, Paul and Mary 

17. Canadian activist whose 
achievements include the Man In 
Motion World Tour: 2 wds. 

19. Our national summer sport 

21. Canadian filmmaker Atom 

22. Pulitzer-winning writer James 

23. Highbrow 

24. Toronto concert venue,_Hall 

27. Canadian rap star,_Offishall 

31. Surface 

32. "etalk" anchor Ms. Kim 

33- Ginger_ 

34. Cooper car 

35. Makes text thicker-looking 

36. Take part 
37- Ms. Ryan 
38. Austin's state 
39- Was angry 

40. Margaret Atwood bestseller, 
The Blind_ 

42. "Beyond the Sea" singer 
Bobby, and others 

43- Shabby_(Interior design 

style) 

44- Greek cheese 

45- Tranquil 

48. “_Development" 

52. Yes or No voting event in 
Quebec in 1980 and 1995 
54- Positive 

55. Apprehensive feeling 

56. Crossword rendering of a 
bear's scratch-on-a-tree 

57. Nile wader 

58. _Scale 

59. Musical based on the work of 
T.S. Eliot 

60. Wine holder 

Down 

1. Indigo dye source 

2. Finale, in music 


BY KELLY ANN BUCHANAN 


Yesterday's Crossword 


1 

2 

a 

n 

ia 



\ 

it 




is 





ITT 


MS 


ITT 


14 


1 9 

10 

11 

X 2 















45. 

4fi 

4 / 


52 
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59 





3. Suffix to 'Arthr' 

4. Teen drama TV series 

5. Football player's numbered top 

6. Fennel-like flavour 

7. Viva_(Word-of-mouth) 

8. Inquire 

9. Obi-Wan_ 

10. Meddlesome [var. sp.] 

11. Vitamins brand,_Day 

12. Las Vegas resorts mogul, Steve 

15. Tiered temple 

18. Mr. Fonda's 
20. S-shaped moulding 

23. Alberta's Oil_ 

24. ABBA musical,_Mia! 


25. Ram's sign 

26. Performs a tune 

27. "Canadian Idol" Season 2 win¬ 
ner Mr. Porter 

28. Ms. Campbell 

29.1979 Sigourney Weaver sci-fi 

movie 

30. Loans 

32. Britney Spears hit 

35. Next to 

36. "_ Park" (1993) 

38. Vacation souvenir to wear 
39- Destiny 

41. Showbiz news show, "_ 

Hollywood” 

42. Skin layer 


44- Kiwi_ 

45- Stroller, in Britain 

46. Letterman's rival 
47- Kabul,_. 

48.1998 Sarah McLachlan hit 
49- Marching band instrument 

50. Greek goddess of discord 

51. Office table 

53. Ms. Kidman, to pals 



How to play 

Fill in the grid, so that every 
row, every column and 
every 3x3 box contains the 
digits 1-9. There is no math 
involved. 


Yesterday’s Sudoku 


Your 01 wtilhtr forecast now avaitabU in HD. 

Oki m tout hstmfi b tfcrafc 

•as- hd 

©The W*nrtv* Mwort 2013 
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Search over 50,000 used cars, 

fast and free. 

& autocatch .com 


907-4 00-0701 






















































































































































































2013 SANTA FE 

WITH 

$ 0 


OWN IT FOR 


$ 154 


BIWEEKLY 


DOWN PAYMENT 


< 


FREE 
FLORIDA 
TRIP 




FREE 
ALL NEW 
IPAD 


> 




m) 


DARTMOUTH 

60 BAKER DRIVE, UNIT- D 

HYUNDAI 

465-7500 


oreganshyundaidartmouth.com 


IIV / 

coSmSIK DRIVING HIGHER STANDARDS 


•See dealer for details Carol be comtaned wnn any other otter Free tr*> and al new Pad only avelabie *vtrh 0 Vegan's Finencng Otters abatable Febojery I5ah & *Gr 2013 only 































